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Key things to know 
about climate justice 
in this general 
election year

1 The climate crisis
is unjust 

The effects of global heating continue to 
impact the poorest and most vulnerable 
communities around the world. Over 
the last few years, we’ve seen climate 
disasters increase dramatically. In 2023, 
floods devastated communities in 
Pakistan, wildfires devoured homes in 
Greece and Cyclone Freddy killed over 
1,000 people in Malawi. In every disaster, 
people living in poverty suffer the most. 

2 The UK should
take responsibility 

• �Alongside others, the UK holds
responsibility for causing the climate crisis.
Yet our political leaders are falling
short in taking the necessary action
to address its damaging effects.

• �As a historical polluter and one of
the world’s largest emitters of carbon
dioxide, the UK has a duty to bring
greenhouse gas emissions down to
net zero quickly. Yet despite its 2019
groundbreaking legislation on getting
to net zero, the UK is well off course.

• �The UK Government has pledged to provide
financial support, termed ‘climate finance’
to lower income countries. But the amounts
are woefully inadequate and the pledges
only partially met.

• �The money that has been provided has come
from raiding the aid budget. Furthermore, it
is often in the form of loans which must be
repaid with interest. Countries like Malawi
are being asked to bear the costs of a
crisis they did not cause.

• �In addition, on the global stage, trust
in climate talks is hanging by a thread.
Countries like the UK must urgently
demonstrate how climate finance will
be delivered at scale.

3 Polluters should pay

• �All the while, the likes of Shell and BP are
earning eye-watering profits from fossil
fuels – the biggest cause of the climate crisis.
These companies are literally profiting on
the backs of people living in poverty.

• �The UK could raise money to fund climate
action without impacting the average UK
household. The UK could choose to tax
the UK’s wealthiest and most polluting
companies – but it hasn’t!

#ActOnPoverty
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P a y u p f o r 
cli m a t e  
j u s ti c e 
W h a t t o c all f o r

C h ri sti a n Ai d i s c alli n g o n t h e n e x t 
U K  G o v e r n m e nt t o p ut t a c kli n g t h e 
cli m at e c ri si s at t h e h e a r t of a n y f ut u r e 
g o v e r n m e nt a g e n d a. I t m u s t s u p p o r t 
cli m a t e v ul n e r a bl e c o m m u ni ti e s 
a n d  b uil d t r u s t  o n t h e  gl o b al s t a g e,  
f o r  e x a m pl e, b y: 

•  Si g ni fi c a n tl y i n c r e a si n g f u n di n g (i n t h e
f o r m of g r a nt s, n ot l o a n s) t o s u p p o r t
cli m at e v ul n e r a bl e c o u nt ri e s t o a d a pt,
miti g at e a n d r e s p o n d w h e n cli m at e
di s a st e r s st ri k e – t hi s i s i n a d diti o n
t o  e xi sti n g U K ai d.

•  T a xi n g t h e v a st p r o fit s of f o s sil f u el
c o m p a ni e s t o h el p p r o vi d e t hi s f u n di n g.

•  H alti n g all n e w oil a n d g a s d e v el o p m e nt s
i n t h e U K, a n d i n v e sti n g i n g o o d q u alit y,
s e c u r e g r e e n j o b s.
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‘F o s sil f u el s c o m p a ni e s a n d 

t h e  bi g g e s t p oll u ti n g c o u n t ri e s 

h a v e t h e r e s p o n si bili t y t o 

p a y  f o r l o s s a n d d a m a g e. ’
V a n e s s a N a k a t e, cli m a t e 

a c ti vi s t, U g a n d a

# A c t O n P o v e r t y

W h e t h e r  i n g o v e r n m e n t 

o r  o p p o si ti o n,  y o u r f u t u r e  

M P  c a n pl a y  t h ei r  p a r t.  

T al k  t o  y o u r  g e n e r al  

el e c ti o n c a n di d a t e s  n o w.

M o r e  i nf o r m a ti o n: 

R e a d  C h ri s ti a n Ai d’ s 

m a nif e s t o  i n f ull –  

c ai d. i e/ m a nif e s t o 2 4

https://caid.ie/manifesto24



